Neurotrophic factors and Parkinson's disease: the emergence of a new player?
The administration of neurotrophic factors is a potential approach to the therapy of neurodegenerative disorders such as Parkinson's disease. However, issues relating to compound delivery and potential side effects have limited the clinical application of this treatment strategy. The identification of CDNF and MANF, which constitute a new class of neurotrophic factors active against dopaminergic neurons, may provide new hope for therapeutic approaches to neurodegenerative disorders based on neurotrophic factors or downstream components of their signaling pathways.